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FCF-Partners In Education

2011 Teacher Vision Grants



Dear Educator,

You have an exciting challenge to motivate youth to think creatively, to step into leadership roles, and to address the challenges of the future.  If you thinking about adopting new and innovative ways to teach and for students to learn, the Vision Grant program offered by FCF-Partners In Education may help you to reach your goals. 

Vision Grants will be awarded in amounts from $500 to $5000 each year. Applications are accepted from teachers in public schools within the boundaries of the Cave Creek Unified School District.  FCF-Partners In Education has a special interest in projects that promise to advance learning in the arts, mathematics, technology and the environment in grades K-12.  Multi-year projects with significant promise may be submitted.  However, any innovative project that has an academic focus and measurable objectives to improve student achievement will be considered.  Multi-year projects with significant promise will be considered. 

Applications will be judged on the extent to which they promise sustainable innovations in teaching methodology, the number of students impacted and the degree of transferability to other classes or schools, the probability of successful measurable outcomes, and the degree to which the project is integrated with and supportive of the curriculum goals of the school and system.  Highly regarded projects will also incorporate matching funds, community resources, and interdisciplinary approaches.  Applications from grade or subject matter teaching teams are encouraged.

Grants may be used to purchase equipment, curriculum materials, training or to provide transportation.  Purchases should be just one component of a well-planned project, integrated with other curriculum materials and activities.  Funds may not be used for staff stipends, meals or organizational overhead.  Grant review may take up to three weeks. 

To apply, complete and return your completed application by midnight, Friday September 16, 2011.  Please be sure your application has been approved by your principal and the teaching and learning center.   For questions contact Bob Zinser at bkz6365@aol.com (480-575-6981).
Cancel Co1. Applicant Information

	Teacher(s) Name:
	

	School(s) 
	

	Grade(s)
	

	Email Address:
	

	Phone Number:
	


2. Project Description

Include project title, subject matter addressed, grade level, and learning objectives. 

3. Vision

How do you envision that this project will introduce or support new approaches to learning at your school?  How does the project fit with existing curricular requirements and materials. 
4. Impact

Describe how the project will impact learning, how many students it will affect, and the means by which you will measure success. How will what you learn in this project be transferred to other classes? schools? 

5. Resources

Please list the special skills and qualifications that you believe will enable you (and your team) to be successful.  What external resources will you employ to ensure success?

6. Costs

Please provide a breakdown of the costs required to successfully implement the project.  Identify sources and the amount of funding from grants or other sources.


7.  Project Plan

When will the project start and end?  Provide a timetable outlining the steps required to implement the project. 

8. Please fill in the boxes below and submit this application to Visiongrants@azfcf.org to indicate that you understand that all grant awards shall be at the discretion of PIE and that you understand and agree to the following:


a.) Grant recipients are required to submit a project evaluation and related receipts to PIE within 30 days of the conclusion of the project.


b.) PIE shall have the right to disseminate project descriptions and evaluations.  Print or digital pictures may be used to enhance project summaries.  PIE may use appropriately released photos for publicity purposes.


c.) Your principal and curriculum supervisor has reviewed this application and is supportive of your application. 

	Date:
	

	Principal's Name and phone:
	

	Date:
	

	Director’s/ Associate Supt
Name and phone:
	


We thank you for your ideas and for all you do for our children.

Sincerely,

FCF-Partners In Education

Frequently Asked Questions

What is FCF?

FCF is your community connection. FCF is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing resources for education, community service and cultural enrichment to Desert Foothills residents of all ages. It’s education and community service programs include Partners in Education, Desert Awareness, Domestic Violence Education and Awareness, and the Caring Communities program for teens. FCF cultural programs include the Desert Foothills Theater, MindQuest, Visual Arts and the Film Society.

FCF is located in the FCF-Holland Community Center adjacent to the YMCA and Paradise Valley Community College at the corner of Carefree Highway and 60th St. For more information go to http://www.azfcf.org/. 

What is Partners in Education?

PIE’s mission is to bring opportunity and advances in education to children in the Desert Foothills by:

1.) Encouraging advances in teaching and learning through grants, programs and/or volunteer efforts.

2.) Providing scholarships that ensure that the children of families with limited resources will be able access tutorial and academic enrichment programs.

Since 1992, Partners In Education (or PIE) and its predecessors have raised nearly $2 million dollars to enhance the educational experience of local K-12 students. Our largest program over the years has been the Save One Student program offered in conjunction with by Desert Foothills Community Education (DFCE). This program helps disadvantaged children to prepare for their schooling or to gain access to enrichment programs. Partners In Education provided funding to support 57 SOS (Save One Student) scholarships in 2009/10. This financial aid gave 11 lower income at risk children a head start in preschool. 46 at risk children were provided with assistance in addressing learning difficulties in various enrichment programs offered through DFCE.

The Vision Grant program grew out of PIE’s Artist in Residency grants—long a fixture at local schools. We hope that Vision grants will continue to support the arts as well as other selected areas of focus, and that the vision grants process will help to ensure more sustainable and transferable innovations.

Who Evaluates Grant Proposals?

We ask that grant proposals be approved by your principal and teaching and learning center before submission. The Partners in Education committee then evaluates each grant proposal. The Partners in Education committee is composed of former teachers and administrators, parents, and volunteers interested in supporting local education. The committee may call on qualified outside evaluators to assist in evaluating proposals. 

How Are Proposals Evaluated?

The Partners in Education Committee rates each proposal using a scoring rubric that assigns equal weights to each of the following ten categories. The total score is tabulated and used as a starting point in ranking the proposals. The number of proposals accepted depends on the funds available each year for grants and the number and size of grant requests.

1. Arts, Math, technology or environment 

2. Academic focus 

3. Interdisciplinary 

4. New, creative direction (visionary) 

5. Well planned and integrated with materials and curriculum

6. Measurable outcomes 

7. Reach (number of students affected) 

8. Probability of successful outcome

9. Transferable and sustainable

10. Uses teams, matching grants or other resources

What Costs Will be Supported?

Grants may be used to purchase equipment, curriculum materials, hire consultants or to provide transportation.   Funds may not be used for staff stipends, meals or organizational overhead.

Who Can I Contact With Questions?

For questions contact Bob Zinser at bkz6365@aol.com (480-575-6981). Members of the Partners in Education Committee will be pleased to come to local schools to explain the program to teachers and staff.

We thank you for your ideas and for all you do for our children.
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